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Proclamation 3521 
CENTENNIAL OF THE COMMERCIAL BANKING SYSTEM 

By the President of the United States of America February 25, i963 
A Proclamation 

W H E R E A S the year 1963 marks the centennial of the approval by 
President Abraham Lincoln of the Act of February 25, 1863, which 
provided for the establishment of a system of national banks chartered 
and supervised by the Comptroller of the Currency, under the general 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 

W H E R E A S the national banks and the State-chartered banks com­
prise a dual banking system which has beneficially served the 
public interest, provided credit and other financial assistance necessary 
for the economic growth of the United States, and played a leading 
role in keeping our economy competitive and vital; and 

W H E R E A S commercial banking, both Federal and State, has made 
great contributions to the Nation in times of crisis and continues to 
serve the Nation daily; and 

W H E R E A S the national banks and the State-chartered banks 
anticipate continued opportunities to contribute to the future growth 
and development of the economy of our country consistent with the 
changing needs of the public, industry, agriculture, and commerce: 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, J O H N F . KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the year 1963 as the 
Centennial of the Commercial Banking System; and I request the 
people of the United States to join with Federal and State authorities 
and representatives of the banking industry in activities and cere­
monies designed to pay tribute to the contribution which commercial 
banking has made to the economic, social, and cultural lives of the 
people of this Nation, 

I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-fifth day of February 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-three, 

[SEAL] and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred and eighty-seventh. 

J O H N F . KENNEDY 
By the President : 

DEAN RUSK, 
Secretary of State. 

Proclamation 3522 
NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK, 1963 

By the President of the United States of America February 26, i963 

A Proclamation 

W H E R E A S recreational boating is playing an increasingly im­
portant part in the lives of millions of Americans who look to it as 
a means of maintaining physical vigor and mental alertness; and 

W H E R E A S the resulting increased use of our waterways has 
caused a corresponding increase in safety problems; and 
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